
 

 

Huntingfield Pre-School 
www.huntingfieldpreschool.co.uk   Tel 07936648864 
Autumn Term October 2021 

NEWSLETTER 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

As we settle into the new Academic Year, I would like to update you with what has been happening over the 
last few weeks. 

Our older children returning after the Summer break have all settled back nicely. We have been welcoming our 
new little ones as they begin their learning journey at Huntingfield. So far, settling has been easy for some and 
more difficult for others. We are certainly seeing the effects of Covid much more than we did last 
September. 

Our topic for this half term is Colours and Shapes with our weekly themes linking to this too!. After half term 
we will be enjoying Halloween fun and games, learning about Firework safety, celebrating Diwali, fund raising 
for Children in Need and remembering our War heroes in the lead up to Christmas!! 

Covid 19………….. 

I would like to say a ‘BIG’ thank you to you all for adhering to our Covid rules and routines this half term. We 
are keeping the pre-school environment as normal as is safely possible and we feel that the children are all 
happy and keen to learn. As last year, we have noticed that their confidence and ability to engage with each 
other in play is not where it normally is around this time of year which we put down to Covid and the lack of 
opportunities and stimulation within our community. Therefore our focus for now, is more on the children’s well
-being and personal, social and communication development in trying to boost their self esteem and confidence 
and to encourage friendships. 

Primary School Applications   

If your child was born between 1.9.17 & 31.8.18 you should be considering your Primary School choices for 
September 2022. I have been in contact with the local Primary schools and it seems that they are all offering 
both actual and virtual visits this year. Please give them a call or look on their website for further details and 
to arrange a visit!  

There is a step by step guide to the admission procedures on the Croydon Council or Surrey websites. If your 
choice of school is not listed, please contact them direct for this information. The deadline for applications is 
Midnight on Wednesday 15 January 2022. The admissions department only accepts online applications 
(www.eadmissions.org.uk) so if this is a problem please contact the office direct. Confirmation of the outcome 
will be available online during the evening of Tuesday 19 April 2022. You must accept or decline your offer by 
Wednesday 4 May 2022. You can find further information on the London Bor of Croydon website– 
www.croydon.gov.uk/education/schools-new/school or Surrey County Council www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-
learning/schools/admissions/primary-junior-and-infant/apply. 

If any of you are feeling anxious about applying for a school that you have never seen and cannot visit then 
please speak to me or my staff as we may be able to answer some of your questions. 

Home Learning Packs 

To comply with Covid safety measures, we have now re-organised the Home Learning packs process. The packs 
are a range of activities that help support your child’s learning at home. As mentioned in an earlier weekly 
email, I have now added this information to my web page. If you would like to borrow any of the activities 
please look at the page and choose what you would like to borrow. You will need to email me with your choice 
and I will hand it out to you the next day. If you would like to borrow books from our extensive range please 
let me know and I will organise books that are age appropriate for you. We hope this is something you will enjoy 
with your child. Any borrowed packs/books should only be borrowed for 3 nights at the most please. 
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Early Years Foundation Stage 

The EYFS is the framework which sets the standards that all early years providers must meet to ensure that 
children learn and develop well. From this September the framework has been reformed. The expectation 
from the guidance and from Ofsted is that we, as practitioners must now reduce our paperwork and spend 
more time with the children. This is great news for my staff but what does this mean for you and your 
children? After much deliberation we have, I feel, found a balance of reducing paperwork while also providing 
you with enough evidence of what your children do at pre-school. There will be less observations written and 
no tracking progress or written next steps unless we have concerns over your child’s development and 
therefore  monitoring will be needed. We will continue to take plenty of photos as they speak volumes! The 
staff are expected to have a sound knowledge of your child (which they all do). They will also engage in regular 
conversations with you about your child’s progress, any concerns you may have and next steps/targets. If you 
have any questions please feel free to email or speak to me.  

Children’s Learning  

We are now combining a half termly topic with a weekly theme and this is advised in my weekly email and on my 
website. Room 5 have separate planning to the hall and this is displayed on the noticeboard on your way around 
to Room 5. Each day, after registration, the children in the hall are split into two groups for circle time. One 
group remains in the hall and the other group is taken to room 1, so enabling quality learning for all groups. 
Circle times consist of “Good Morning”, counting, date/days of the week, reminders of rules & routines and our 
theme for that day as highlighted on the planning (could be phonics, feely bag, musical instruments/sound box, 
memory game, number activities, story, singing or topic discussion) During the morning the children are 
organised into their insect groups for 40 minutes of physical/outside play. Structured focus activities 
throughout the morning (particularly in Room 5) include mark making/early writing, phonics, numbers, 
mathematical games and, sharing activities.  If we feel your child is ready to begin early reading, in other 
words, if they have a good understanding of identifying many letter sounds, particularly the SATPIN letters/
sounds and how to sound out each letter and blend them to then identify the word, then they are ready. At 
this stage,  your child’s key person will begin the Oxford Reading Tree books with them and this will be 
discussed with you and set as a ‘next step.’ Your child will be given a new book each week and this will be sent 
home in a zippa bag with a contact book. Your key person will keep the book updated with comments as to how 
your child is progressing so if you could do the same we would appreciate it.  

It is very important that you use letter sounds and not names when teaching your children please!! 

Our ‘Special Box’ activity is a 15 minute, 1-1 or small group (2-6 children) activity, involving a box full of special 
exciting items put together to capture and hold a child’s focus and attention and also encourage communication 
skills. We are aiming this activity at children who have difficulty with listening and maintaining attention, and 
speaking. We choose children who we feel would benefit from this daily activity and I will advise you if I have 
included your child in the group. 

While I appreciate that most parents want their children to have a good education, it is also very important 
that children are equipped with the basic social skills in life, it is such an important part of their learning and 
development. Sometimes parents put more emphasise on their children learning to write their name, read, 
count or develop letter and sounds skills, than basic social skills. While I agree that these skills are important 
and need nurturing, we are a Pre-School, where children should be learning how to play with each other, share, 
develop independence and gain in confidence. Learning through play and not worksheets is how children at 
Huntingfield learn, develop and achieve, while still having fun.   

Extra Curricular Activities 

Mini Football, Musical Bumps (music and percussion with props) and Phonic Stars (fun activities involving 
letters and sounds) sessions are continuing this term and dates will be advised on my weekly email and also on 
my website calendar. Invoices requesting one payment of £30 to go towards the activities will be sent out 
after half term. THANK YOU 

Term Dates 

The revised term dates list up to July 2022 is displayed on my website. 
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Chatterbox 

If you have concerns regarding your child’s speech and language development and feel you need support from a 
therapist or just simply advice, please let me know as I can sign post you to Chatterbox. 

Chatterbox are sessions that provide parents/carers with advice, strategies and activities to support and 
encourage children’s speech, language and communication. Unfortunately, due to Covid, the sessions at the 
moment are still virtual but if you are interested please speak to me as I have copies of the programme 
timetable.  

Information 

In the absence of access to the Parent Information board, I have been trying to keep you all as up to date as 
possible by sending out a weekly email. I hope you have found it useful in keeping up to date with what is going 
on at pre-school. If you have not been receiving the emails please let me know in case I have missed anyone 
out? My website is also updated every week so please look there for relevant information. There is still 
problems with Yahoo email addresses so if you have a Yahoo address you may not be receiving my emails. I 
have spoken to most of you about this but if I have missed anyone out after reading this please let me know. 

Lunch Club 
Lunch Club has resumed with a small consistent group of 7-11 children now attending. If any of you are 
interested in your little ones staying that bit longer on Wednesdays (to 1.30) then please bring their lunch and 
drink in a named lunch bag. Payment of £5 needs to be made by bank transfer please. 

Halloween  

On Monday 1 November we would love the children to dress up in their Halloween costumes (this is optional) as 
we will be enjoying Halloween fun and games. 

Christmas  

I will be advising you of our Christmas arrangements after half term. 

Thank You 

For once again supporting our Local Foodbank. Your generosity is most appreciated by many vulnerable 
families! There will continually be a box for donations at the main entrance! 

Finally 

Please remember, we are closed this Thursday 7 October as the hall is being used for Polling. We break up for 
half term on Thursday 21 October,  

We return on Monday 1 November.   

Elaine 

Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


